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Synopsis

So much has been written about the Rastafari, yet we know so little about why and how people join
the Rastafari movement. Although popular understandings evoke images of dreadlocks, reggae,
and marijuana, Rastafarians were persecuted in their country, becoming a people seeking social
justice. Yet new adherents continued to convert to Rastafari despite facing adverse reactions from
their fellow citizens and from their British rulers. Charles Price draws on in-depth interviews to reveal
the personal experiences of those who adopted the religion in the 1950s to 1970s, one generation
past the movement’s emergence . By talking with these Rastafari elders, he seeks to understand
why and how Jamaicans became Rastafari in spite of rampant discrimination, and what sustains
them in their faith and identity. Utilizing new conceptual frameworks, Price explores the identity
development of Rastafari, demonstrating how shifts in the movementAfa ¢s identityA¢a —a «from
social pariah to exemplar of BlacknessA¢a -4 *have led some of the elder Rastafari to adopt,

embrace, and internalize Rastafari and blackness as central to their concept of self.
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Customer Reviews

If you want to know more about how the Rastas came about, this ia a great read. | enjoyed learning
about the time, place and circumstances that brought about such an amazing way of life.l really
enjoyed the writing style as well. Great insight and analysis.Thank you for shedding some light on

the subject.Lili

Excellent book

Greeting.Ises, | & | Blessed. Jah Rastasfari. Love de book. The wounderful insight, rasta share in
this book. Irie Mon. All should Know this. All Love, Respect to the rastaman. One Blood, One Heart,

One Destiny. I'll be sharing this book with | & | Idriends.

THIS IS MY GUIDE TO THE WAY OF LIFE THAT IS FILLED WITH LOVE &
RIGHTEOUSNESS...THIS IS A BOOK ALL SHOULD READ
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